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La Virgen del Carmen GUni 16 Temmuz'da Ispanya ve Gliney
Amerika ¢evresindeki pek ¢ok kasaba ve kdyde kutlanir. Balikgilarin
ve denizcilerin koruyucu azizi oldugu icin, kutlamalar Kanarya
Adalarr'na ait Tenerife'deki Puerto de la Cruz gibi sahil kasabalarinda
yapilir.

Gelenegin kokeni, Karmelitler'in Karmel Dagi Meryem Anasi'na
(La Virgen del Carmen) adanmis bir sapel insa ettikleri, Israil'deki
Karmel Dagi'nda bulunan bir magaraya dayanir. Azizenin, insanlari
zarardan ve tehlikeli durumlardan korudugu dusinulur. Yazyillar
sonra Meryem Ana, denizcilerin ve balikgilarin hamisi ve koruyucu
azizi haline gelmistir.

Kasabadaki kilisede buyk bir gecit téreni baslayip deniz kiyisina
ulasir. La Virgen del Carmen, bir Kardeslik'e bagli bir grup yerel
balik¢ tarafindan sokaklarda tasinir. Denize ulastiklarinda dururlar
ve birbirinden farkli sanatcilar Meryem'e geleneksel sarkilar soyler.
Isiklandiriimig ve sislenmis tekne filosu kornalarini calar ve dindar
yUzlerce insan su ylzeyine vurup ses ¢ikarirken, Meryem bir tekneye
yerlestirilir. Sagir edici bir alkis etrafa hakim olur ve kalabaliktan “Yasa
La Virgen del Carmen!”bagirislar duyulur.

Heykeli taslyan tekne, havai fisekler ve kicuk balikg
teknelerinden olusan bir filo esliginde kiyidan ayrilirken binlerce
dindar insan seyreder. Tekne limana dénmeden dnce adanin kiyilari
boyunca kisa bir yolculuk yapar.

Efsaneye gore, Meryem tekrar kiylya ulastiginda liman
cevresindeki sular kutsanmis olur ve bazi dindarlar 16 Temmuz'dan
dnce ylzmemeleri gerektigine inanir.

Tenerifedeki Puerto de la Cruz'da Meryem tekneye yerlestirilirken
glvercinler serbest birakilir. Yolculuk sirasinda insanlar rihtimda
eglenir ve glnesli gokylzinUn altindaki plajda barbeki keyfi yasar.
Kardeslik'e Gye olan bazi balik¢ilar Meryem ile birlikte yolculuk
yaparken, geri kalanlar deniz kiyisinda varisini bekleyip sarkilar sdyler.

La Virgen del Carmen Gunu dini baglilik, gelenekler ve ispanyol
eglence anlayisinin bir araya geldigi bir glindur, dolayisiyla sabahin
erken saatlerinde baslayip gece ge¢ saatlere dek stiren kutlamalarin
tadini ¢ikaran kalabalik aileleri gormek alisilagelmistir.
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La Virgen del Carmen day, July 16th, is celebrated in many towns
and villages throughout Spain and South America. Since she became
the patron saint of fishermen and sailors, the celebration takes place
in coastal towns like Puerto de la Cruz in Tenerife, one of the Canary
Islands.

The tradition has its origin in a cave on Mount Carmel, Israel,
where Carmelites built a chapel dedicated to the Virgin Mary of Mount
Carmel — La Virgen del Carmen. She was considered as the protector
from harm and from dangerous situations. Centuries later, the Virgin
became the patroness and protector of all seamen, fishermen and
sailors.

A big parade starts in the church of the town and reaches the sea
shore. La Virgen del Carmen is carried through the streets by a group of
the local fishermen who belong to a Brotherhood. When they reach the
seq, they stop and different artists sing traditional songs to the Virgin.
Then she is taken on a boat while flotilla of iluminated and decorated
boats are sounding their horns and hundreds of devotees are hitting
the surface of the water to splash and make noise. A deafening
applause surrounds the place and “Viva la Virgen del Carmen!” shouts
are heard among the crowd.

Thousands of devotees watch the boat carrying the statue
departing from the shore accompanied by fireworks and a flotilla of
small fishing boats. It makes a short journey along the island coast
before returning to the harbour.

According to the legend, by the moment the Virgin reaches the
shore again, the waters around the harbour are blessed and some of
the devotees believe they cannot go swimming before July 16th.

In Puerto de la Cruz in Tenerife doves are released when the Virgin
is taken onto the boat. During the journey people stay in the dock
partying and enjoying barbecues in the beach under a sunny sky.
Some of the members of the fishermen Brotherhood travel with the
Virgin while the rest of them are waiting her arrival singing songs near
the sea shore.

This Virgen del Carmen day combines religious devotion, tradition
and the Spanish capacity of partying so it is common to see entire
families enjoying the celebration which starts early in the morning and
ends late at night.
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